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INTRODUCTION

The Place of the Upanishad in the Vedas

S'ukla-Yajurveda is divided into fifteen
S'akhas, or seventeen S'akhas, according to
different traditions. Only two versions, however,
are now prevalent and studied by the followers of
that Veda.

One Bhashya ascribed to S'ankaracarya, on
the Is'a or the Is'avasya Upanishad forming the
fortieth chapter of the kanva version, is being
studied by the f~''>wers of the S'ankaradvaita
school. It is als- known as the Samhitopanishad,
because it forias part of Sambhita, the collection of
the Mantras of the Karmakanda (Ritual Portion)
of that Veda, while the other Upanishads
commented upon by S'ankara are mostly to be
found in the Aranyakas of the Brahmana pomon
of the various Vedas.

Subject-matter of the Upanishad
Authors of some Bhashyas antecednet to
Sankara were of opinion that this Upanishad -



teaches the combined practice of karma (ritual)
and wupasana (meditation), especially as the
mantras in it, are found in the karma-kanda
(portion devoted to rituals). The author of the
present Bhashya, rejects this- interpretation and
opines that these mantras purport to teach the true
nature of Atman or the Universal Self. The latter
portion of the Upanishad, however, according to
S'ankara, does treat of the fruits of the combined
practice of karma and meditation.

The Present Edition

The present edition of the Upanishads
contains the text of the mantras in Devanagari. A
summary of the teaching of the Upanishad, has
been also given at the end. The foot-notes added
are expected to stimulate original thought on the
part of the critical reader not only in catching the
spirit of the teaching contained in the Upanishad
according to S'ankara, but also in co-ordinating
the contexts of the Bhashya with the other
Bhashyas ascribed to that teacher. To this end
also, has been added the Appendix as well as the
Index of some important Sanskrit words occuring
in the Bhashya. I have not relied on the Tika



ascribed to Anandagiri by the editor of the
Anandashrama- Edition of this Upanishad for the
obvious reason that he is a recent writer referring
as he does to Bhaskaracarya and never answers to
S'uddhananda, Anandajfiana's guru, as the colophon
in the Anandas'rama Edition stresses.

Some of the mantras in the Upanishad, are
explained in a different way in other Bhashyas,
(on the Aitareya, Taittiriya, Gaudapada Karika and
the Brahma-Satras), and they make use of the
Madhyandina version and not the Kanva version.
We find no explanation for this difference of inter-
pretation. Some critics therefore doubt whether
Adi-S'ankaracarya may be rightly regarded as the
genuine author of this Bhashya. The Appendix
would be-of some help to the critical student in
coming to his own decision in the matter.

AUTHOR,



GENERAL PREFACE
(To the First Edition)

The present edition of Sri S'ankaracharya's
Upanishad-Bhashyas, is intended for readers who
wish to have at a moderate price the plain text of
S'ankara's works unencumbered by commentaries
and sub-commentaries but provided with such aids
to study as a beginner is likely to need in
appreciating the original.

Every volume of the series has been provided
with an Introduction, Short Notes on points of
special interest, References to parallel passages in
the other works of the great Acharya, a Summary
of the Upanishad, and an Index.

It is hoped that the systematic division of the
text into paragraphs with indication of important
various readings, the tracing of quotations to their
originals, and the close attention paid to
typographical details will all combine to make this
edition specially convenient for the earnest reader.

Publisher.
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Phone : 0817-573820

ABOUT KARYALAYA
(ESTABLISHED 1920)

HOLENARSIPUR (Hassan Distrit, Mysore State)

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian

Culture by stimulating the study and practice of the
Adhyamata Vidya - Philosophy and Religion in its
universal aspect - especially as revealed in the
Upanishadsand allied literature.

189

Has so far published more than Two HUNDRED
BOOKS in Kannada, English and Sanskrit.

Arranges for frequent Discussions, Discourses.
and Public Lectures, Vedanta Classes in the
morning form a regular feature.

Has a free lending Library and a Reading Room
for the public.

Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine called
the 'Adhyatma Prakasha’, devoted to Jnana,
Bhakti and Vairagya.

Maintains a Vedantic College with the object of]
training up model students who regard the spread
of Vedantic ideas as their goal in life.




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

His Holiness Paramahamsa Sri Sri
Satchidanandendra Saraswathi Swamiji, the founder
of Adhyatma Praka$a Karyalaya and author of over
200 reputed works on Advaita in Kannada, sanskrit
and English blessed the earth with his presence for
ninety six useful and rich years (1880-1975).

His works are characterized by vast and deep
scholarship, clear and precise perception and an
attractive and lively sytle. His authentic interpretation
of Sankara has been greatly recognized by both the
East and the West. He was not just a rare and
accomplished individual but a mighty and
magnificient institution.

Our pranams at the holy lotus feet of Swamiji.

Om tat Sat

ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA
T. R. Nagar, Bangalore - 560 028
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