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The Author
Shri Sureshwaracharya, the author of Naish-
karmya Siddhi is also known as the Vartikakara in
Vedantic circles. He has been a riddle to the
historians. The legendary accounts of Sureshwara,
as detailed in the various Shankara-Vijayas, are
mutually contradictory in many respects, even with
regard to his time, pre-monastic name, place of
origin , etc and are hardly worth believing. Scholars
are divided in their opinion on the identity of
Mandana vis-a-vis Sureshwara and Vishwarupa.
The only historical facts that are ascertainable as
indubitable are those recorded by the author
himself.
He was the immediate disciple of Shankara and
wrote his work as commissioned by his guru. He
also wrote the Vartikas on Taittiriya and Brhadaran-
yaka Bhashyas of Shankara. He is the only atithor
of Vedantic works subsequent to Shankara, who
closely follows the Upadesha Sahasti and profusely
quotes from the same, in support of  his
propositions and thus vindicates his claim as a
direct disciple of Shankara in marked differentia-
ton to othur purported disciples He supplements
i tonchings with arguments hased on the Shruti
Invarlably appealing 1o unlversal intulion and
defending his position  against all unvedantic
encroachments.

" The crtioal student wil be grestlly profited by
oarehul and diligent study of his thought sUmulating
works,
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Shri Shri Satchidanandendra Saraswathi Swamiji
Born® 05-01-1880 Mahasamadhi: 05-08-1975



Shri Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji
A life of 95 years (1880-1975) dedicated to Shankaracharya

“Shri Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji is the very

personification of the couplet ‘31 YRS gt
(right up to bed and right up to death, one should spend the time in
Vedantic thoughts)” - this testimony comes from H H
Chandrashekharendra Saraswati Swamiji, the 68th pontiff of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. He led a life up to the ripe age of 95
years dedicated to the feet of Shankara Bhagavatpada arising out
of unflinching loyalty to every word of the Prasthana Traya
Bhashyas by the great Acharya. His association with Shankara in
a solemn way commenced at an early age of thirty when he was
initiated at Kalady into the Vedantic learning in the traditional way
by H H Shri Shivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati Swamiji, the then
pontiff of Sringeri Mutt.

Initiation into bhakti by the great saint Shri Brahmachaitanya
Maharaj of Gondavali, saved the Swamiji from being a mere dry,
speculative, scholastic logician. His life was marked by constant
association with many saintly personages.

He was greatly influenced by Shri K A Krishnaswamy lyer,
a true Vedantin, in his thinking and analytical discernment of the
Ultimate Truth, based on universal experience. Study of Shankara
Bhashyas was carried out mainly under the tutelage of Shri
Virupaksha Shastri, the then Asthana Vidwan of the Sringeri Mutt,
and Shri Kurtukoti Mahabhagavata, a saintly disciple of Shri
Brahmachaitanya Maharaj.

Swamiji took upon himself the mountainous and apparently
rebellious task of presenting the school of Gaudapada, Shankara
and Sureshwara, the three resplendent stars of Advaita Vedanta,
in its original pure form, both in words and spirit. With a crusader’s
zeal, he spared no efforts to purge the doctrines foreign to and
opposed to the Shankara school, which were attributed to
Shankara by the later Vedantins to suit their own pet doctrines.
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The most significant contribution by Swamiji is the discovery
of “SHRYERY (method of ascription and recession) as the
cardinal method of interpretation adopted throughout by Shankara
and that this is what is meant by ‘tradition’ as per Shankara.
Swamiji’s analytical exposition of the examination of the three

states (3TTEIAH) finds no parallel.

He was a prolific writer having authored over two hundred
books on Vedanta in Kannada, Sanskrit and English. His writings
exhibit the confidence of an enlightened soul. His presentation of
unmaligned Shankara caused great stirs in the Vedantic circles.
Many neo traditionalists, failing to meet the points raised, resorted
to accusing him of blasphemy and one lacking tradition. But the
non prejudiced amongst them who could see reason in Swamiji’s
writings, shifted their allegiance to Shankara alone minus sub-
commentators. Even after the lifetime of Swamiji not a few had
expressed repentance for their antagonistic behaviour towards
Swamiji. Today the picture is changing fast. Greatly influenced by
his writings, certain scholars, including western writers of repute,
have translated some of his works into other languages.

His life was an incessant battle with antagonistic forces -
with afflictions, social obligations, philistine opposition, weak
health and what is most inexhorable, finance. However his
perseverance against all odds saw to the establishment of
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya devoted exclusively for
propagation of the pristine pure Shankara school of Vedanta in as
early as 1920, which still carries the torch lit by him.

Swamiji, though rebuked by some of the neo-traditionalists,
earned the appreciation and the admiration of many. It is no
exaggeration that many regard the Swamiji as Abhinava
Shankara, come down to present Shankara as Shankara truly is.

 f&e % TRRFR= AR A TR - in the world, they are the
Knowers of the Ultimate Truth which the commoner fathoms not
(Mandukya Karika, 4-95)



Publishers’ Note (Second Edition)

Many years have passed since the Kleshapaharini, a
commentary in Sanskrit on SureSvara’s Naishkarmya Siddhi
by His Holiness Shri Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji
ran out of print. By the grace of His Holiness, we hereby
present to this generation of Vedantic readers, the reprint of
the original work. The first edition proved to be an eminent
guide to many Mumukshus (seekers of liberation), scholars
and critical readers both Indian and foreign who have
acknowledged their gratitude to the author of this work for
his lucid and detailed commentary.

In this reprint edition, the errors that appeared in the
main text as pointed out in the first edition and hitherto
unnoticed errors have been corrected. The sub-headings
which were not printed in the main text in certain cases but
mentioned in the index have been incorporated in the
appropriate places and in certain cases by making them
precise. We crave the indulgence of the readers for the
errors that have remained unnoticed inspite of repeated
scrutiny.

‘We hereby express our gratitude to all donors (see
next page) who have magnanimously contributed towards
this reprint edition. We express our appreciation to Shri
Dileep Bellave for his neat execution of type setting work.
We also thank M/s. Sri GaneshMaruthi Printers who have
printed this edition in an attractive manner.

May the blessings of Shri Sankara, Shri Suresvara and
H.H. Shri Satchidinandendra Saraswati Swamiji be ever
with all those who have helped in bringing out this edition
and also the readers of this work.

Managing Committee

Holenarsipur Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya
1.5.2005



Publishers’ Note (First Edition)

The Kleshapaharini, an original commentary on the
famous Naishkarmya-Siddhi of Sure$vara, the immediate
desciple of the great Sankaracharya, was begun many years
ago by Swami Satchidanandendra Saraswati, but its
completion and publication had been put off for many
reasons till now. It was only after the publication of his
Vedanta-Prakriya-Pratyabhjjia that the Swamiji seriously
thought of resuming the work, and we have taken up its
publication inspite of the meagre financial aid that we could
secure.

While we have a complete commentary, the
Chandrika by Jiian6ttama in Sanskrit, Swamiji felt there
was need of a new original commentary explaining all the
intricate points raised in the work in greater detail and in
perfect consonance with the spirit of the Vartika Prasthana,
uninfluenced by the ideas of later Post-Sankaras depending
upon the Ista-Siddhi or Vivarana. And we are glad that we
have been able to bring forward this publication to meet the
requirements of critical readers who are in sympathy with
Swamiji’s aim. In any case, we are sure that all readers of
the famous Naishkarmya-Siddhi will be grateful to the
Swamiji for undertaking this lucid and scholarly
commentary aptly called Kleshapaharini (remover of all
difficulties).

We are grateful to the following donors for their
generous contributions to meet part of the printing cost :
Br. Sri. Subbaraya Avadhanigal, Mattur, Shimoga Dt.,
Sri R Ramaswamiah, Pleader, Holenarsipur, Sri P.
Jayavasudeva Sastri, B.E., Professor, Bhooma Reddy
Engineering College, Hubli, Ambale Subbiah & Sons,



Tiptur, 7he Paramartha-Vichara-Sangha, Bangalore, Sri
Viswanatha Rao, Bangalore, St K. Ramakrishniah,
Mysore, Sri Basavalinga Swamigal, Vidapanakallu, Bellary
Dt., Sri G Balakrishnan, c/o Therelek Furnaces Pt. Ltd.,,
Tripuranithurai (Kerala), Srimathi Mattur Laksmidevamma,
Shimoga and Sr7 N.S. Rangaswamy, [.A.S., Poona.

Swamiji has asked us to convey his Nardyama
Smaramams to Sr7 Parakkaje Subrahmanya Bhatta, Vedanta
Sriromani, Etc., and Panditapravara Sr' H. Ananta Murthy
Sastrigal for going through the manuscript and offering
suggestions while the work was in progress.

We crave the indulgence of the readers for the many
errors that have inevitably remained unnoticed, owing to the
absence of Sri Swamiji, who could not supervise the final
proofs, being bed-ridden most of the time when the work
was in the press.

Holenarsipur Y. NARASAPPA
20-2-1968 Chairman, A.P. Karyalaya
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INTRODUCTION

THe Four SippHIs

There are four works with the word ‘Siddhi” affixed to
their title, each claiming to represent the genuine Vedantic
system of Advaita taught in the Upanishads. Of these the
Brahma-Siddhi of Mandana Miéra represents an extinct
school which taught that the repeated conjoined practice
(wg=a9) of Karma or Vedic ritual and contemplation of
Vedantic knowledge, is necessary for the final dispelling of
ignorance and realization of Advaita. The Naishkarmya-
Siddhi of Sure$vard is the work now published. The third
is the Ista-Siddhi of Vimuktatman which represents a type
of Post-Sankara sub-school which revives a more ancient
system positing a potential Avidya or Maya as the material
cause of the manifold world. And the Advarta-Siddhi of
Madhustidana is a work devoted to the defence of Advaita
in general against the charges put forward by the Nyayamrta
a polemical work of Madhva Dvaita.

WHO WAS SURESVARA ?

Sure$varacarya is the author of the Naishkarmya-Siddhi.
The only historical facts that are ascertainable as indubitable
are those recorded by the author himself. He was the -
immediate disciple of Sankara (4-74) and wrote this work
as commissioned by his Guru (1-3). He has also written
the Vartikas on the Taittiriya-Bhashya (Tai.Bh.V.3-90, 91)
and on the Brhadaranyaka-Vrtti (or Bhashya) of Sarikara
whose numerous disciples were far-famed and dispelled the
mental darkness of students of Vedanta from the most
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distant North to the most distant South (Br. Bh. V. 6-5-24,
25).

The legendary accounts of Sure$vara as detailed in the
various Sarikara-Digvijayas are hardly worthbelieving. In
the Sanskrit Introduction T have stated my reasons for reject-
ing the identity of Mandana and Sure§vara. The
authors of the Vijayas are so recent, that there is no reason
whatever why one should attach any weight to these flights
of fancy.

Apart from this, however, there is a more serious
question to be considered. It will be observed that Suresvara
has written his precious VZrtikas only on the 7aittiriya and
the Brhadaranyaka. Beyond referring to two Sutras of
Badarayana on his prefatory note (Fs=iif) on 1-91, he
does not make a single reference either to the Siitras or the
Siftra-Bhashya even in his magnum opus, the Brhadaranyaka-
Bhashya Vartika. Why is this ? Is there any significance in
this preference to the Brhadaranyaka ? Of course we need
not attach any importance to the story given in Madhava’s
account of the affair, that Sure$vara was prevented from
writing a Vartika or critical commentary on the Siitra-Bhashya
owing to the jealousy of fellow-disciples.. But there seems
to be much more than is implied in Madhava’s account; for,
an occasional clash also is in evidence between the two
Bhashyas on certain Vedantic tenets :

(%) T ATEHANTON: T T Wl: N SR AANmre
WA ST SEfe: ; 37 T 1
Br. Bh. 1-5-13, p. 702

1. The page numbers refer to the TAI9g: (The Ten Upanishads)
published by the Vanivildsa Sanskrit Book Depot, Banaras.
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() weTaE g wdwaftoRfaan 7 fawema n
Br. Bh. 1-3-22, p. 640.
(3) @@ ¥ T T gAST: §R A WaloTwI aE
FION | WEFIEOE AT | AN sty
mitTRHAEETAfET | STaEE e AT
TN Br. Bh. 4-4-3,p.912

Here it is stated in so many words that the Pranas or
organs of sense are all-pervading, and that they function in
particular bodies of Jivas in accordance with their Karma
(action) and Bhavana (train of thought and feelings).

But in the Siatra-Bhashya, we have an express
repudiation of this doctrine : -

(1) TS g LRI @i a1 G FHed:
(2) RAT FOMAH ArAvE QT e gfaem s
w=fa () Faaarer giaar wEl, ... T gal
wEFRdeT: | giafaEm SBh. 3-1-1,p.325."

(2) ST gfvem: wiRd ka9 | 7 | giease
FOENR: | 43 & STmfmmayy - qfv:, =g aede
FOTE], SN foa: - gf o StaaemesT FRig | ae
qaT: uRfSsaTe Won gersEe: 11 SBh.2-4-7,p.312.

It will be seen from the first excerpt that the doctrine
of the sense-organs beginning to function in the new body,
is despised here as the product of the human mind

1. The page numbers refer to the Bhashya Text only of the
Brahma-Sitras, published by the Nimaya-Sagara Press, Bombay.
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(gewafawwar:) along with some other teachings which are
all considered by the author of the Sitra-Bhashya as opposed

to the Sruti (HfAfaRAR), whereas in the second extract we
have the express statement that the organs are both subtle
and limited (g&: URfS5a™) in opposition to the view of
the Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya. With regard to the idea that
the organs function only in the particular body while they
remain all-prevading, it is maintained that this supposition is
needless, since the functioning alone might be taken to be
the organ of sense itself. The remark in the Upanishad-
Bhashya ‘gt 7 foeeaa’ (3. 1. -3-IR) that ‘it is no
self-contradiction to hold that the senses only function
in the particular body’ would seem to imply that some
Vedantins regarded this view as opposed to the all-
pervading nature of the Pranas, or that it was opposed to
the Vedantic tradition.

Are we to suppose in these circumstances that the
Brhadgranyaka Bhashya is from the pen of an author
different from the writer of the Siitra-Bhashya? We have to
remember that this slight difference of opinion is no wise
harmful to the main doctrine of Safkara’s Vedanta. It is not
improbable that both the views regarding the Pranas were
maintained by Vedantins belonging to Sankara’s tradition,
and that they were both recorded by that teacher. At the
same time, it is impossible to ignore the scoffing observa-
tion made by the author of the Siftra-Bhashya that the other

view is only a fancy of the human mind (me

FwAT:). Surely one cannot be expected to deride oneself
that way. It seems to be necessary to study both the Bhashyas
more deeply in order to see if there are any more noticeable
differences in style or thought.
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1 have noticed one peculiarity of style in the
Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya which is conspicuous by its absence
in the Sitra-Bhashya. Students of Sankara-Bhashyas are
quite familiar with a mannerism that obtrudes itself on the
attention of the reader every now and then. The Bhashyakara
is fond of expressing an idea in an aphoristic phrase or
sentence and subsequently expanding its meaning in one or
more sentences. But a special feature that is common only
to the Bhashyas on the Brhiadaranyaka and the Taittiriyais
that short sentences expressing prima facie views ending

with the particle 9 (if) and closing explanatory sentences

also with another 3 (if); is to be met with in no Bhashya
other than that on the two Upanishad-Bhashyas. A few
extracts may be adduced here in illustration of this :-

1) TeiteraRiy: 3 =1 sty T - FewrE A,
e | e, A fgene:, et A gt
T A9 w1 Tai. Bh. 1-11,p277

AEEUOT FraiEe S9E 3 B \...... 11 Tai. Bh.2-6, p. 300
3) fveTieafatdo gerRTEEr 3w 3 = | fvefard-
FETTR YefsRrol A9gen, Teiewmiasia ST sAaag®n ;
favgTeTfafido FefesRoRa Sgesg 3 a1 ... I
Br. Bh. 1-2-1,p.614
4) sfagmafy: Yeaeged 3 9 1 | fe wofawef
WG wronfeATIf | arade ST e FAHEeY;
T | e W g6: W s 3R e L0

Br.Bh.2-1-15,p.724
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Both the Upanishad-Bhashyas literally teem with such
instances, but not even once do we see such a usage in the
Sitra-Bhashya or any other Bhashya for that matter.’
The Vartikas on both of these Bhashyas have incorporated
some $lokas of the Naishkarmya-Siddhi, and both of them
contain citations from the Upadesa-Sahasri? This fact may
also induce one to conclude or at least conjecture that the
Brhadiranyaka-Bhashya was perhaps written by some
Sankaracarya other than the author of the Sitra-Bhashya. In
the list of the succession of the Gurus that occupied the
pontifical seat in the Conjivaram Mutt, there occurs the
name of one ‘Dhira-Sankara’ or ‘Abhinava-Sankara’ (the
thirty-sixth Guru in the list) the account of whose life is said
to correspond with that of Adya-Sarkara as narrated in the
Sankarendra-Vijaya- Vilasa of Vakpati-Bhatta of Cashmere.
Leaving a margin for the differences in the various biographies
of Sankara, there is still a possibility that there may have
flourished two different Sarikaras whose names are con-
nected with the Brhadaranyaka and the Siatra Bhashya.
Research scholars alone have to decide the question of their
identity after a thorough study of the texts and the differences
of teaching if any. Whether or not Sure$vara was the disciple
of Siitra-Bhashyakara also will remain an open question till
then.

WhAT DoEs NaISHKARMYA-SIDDHI SIGNIFY ?

Misled by the literal meaning of the word ‘Naishkarmya-

1. There are, however, three such instances in Aitareydpanishad
Bhashya (Upddghata), three in the Git3-Bhashya (6-1, 13-2, 13-12).
and one in Prasnopanishad Bhashya (6-2).

2. 1 have not discussed the authorship of the Panchikarana-
Vartika and the Manasollasa for the obvious reason that scholars
are not unanimous in ascribing these to Suresvara.
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Siddhi’ some have taken it to be a manual devoted to the
condemnation of ritual as against Vedantic knowledge. The
term itself occurs in the Bhagavadgiti (18-49) where
Bhagavan Sri Krshna says (sh=ifafy vt g=amfrssfa)
‘One attains the highest ‘Naishkarmya Siddhi’ by means
of Sannyasa’. Nobody can accuse the Gita of being partial
to the order of Sannyasa as against ritual. Indeed in another
place Sri Krishna emphatically. asserts that no one can attain
Naishkarmya merely by non-performance of Karma and
that no one can attain Siddhi through mere Sannyasa
(G. 3-4). Sankara therefore explains that Naishkarmya-Siddhi
is the perfect state of one who has transcended all karmas
through the knowledge of the Brahma-Atman (the Highest
Self), or immediate Release which is the same as reaching
one’s own essential nature as the self above all action; and
that Sannyasa is the right intuition of the Self or renuncia-
tion of all action as a consequence of that intuition.

As for Sure$vara himself, the term is a synonym, for
right intuition (F=ra) arising from the teaching of the
Vedantic texts like ‘That thou art’ (f=ef¥), which is the

only means of wiping out ignorance (3/=H) of the Self.
He not-only sets forth this as the primary object of his
undertaking the work in the prose Introduction at the
commencement, but re-iterates the idea at the beginning of
each chapter. That this realization inevitably takes the
enlightened one beyond the sphere of action is placed
beyond all doubt when the author says (4-1) that ‘this
knowledge does not cast even a side-glance as engagement

in or desistence from (31 W& et a1 FHerayonfy e ¢ 4-1)

religious works’. The main theme of this short work
is the interpretation of the Vedantic Text ‘Tat Tvam Asi’
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(that thou arf) as conducive to the extinction of Avidya
which is the basic cause of all evil and the sole impediment
to the attainment of one’s own inherent blissful nature.
It is this blotting out of ignorance by right knowledge
of the teaching of the Vedantic text that constitutes
quintessence of all Vedantic teaching, and induces the author

to describe his work as SRITITRIEREYE ‘An epitome of the
central teaching of all the Vedantas’.

ANCIENT SCHOOLS AIMING AT ADVAITA

Sankara’s was not the only school that taught the
ultimate unity of the individual self and Brahman or the
Universal, Self. Side by side with the traditional school of
Sankara there flourished many other schools that acqui-
esced in such unity. A number of such schools are referred
to in the Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya-Vartika. I have enumer-
ated some of them in my Vedanta-Prakriya-Pratyabhijia.
For the present, however, we shall take notice of only such
systems as have been examined and refuted in the
Naishkarmya-Siddhi.

(1) One school maintained that Mukti or final
release can be attained by the observance of obligatory
karmas to the exclusion of Kamya and Nishiddha karmas
which entail the experience of pleasure and pain respec-
tively in a future birth. This would result in Moksha
or release, in which state one would rest in his own true

nature (TR
(2) There were some schools which admitted that there
may be Jiana also in conjuction with religious work as the

1. The above view is advanced and refuted in the 7aittiriya
Bhashya (Tai.Bh. p. 258), in the Gita-Bhashya (GBh. p. 290) and in
the Sitra-Bhashya (SBh. 4-3-14, p. 499) also.
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means of Moksha. Jiana’ in this case is perhaps only
meditation.

(3) In the course of the discussion of the Samuccayavada
(conjunction of knowledge and work) we have also the
confutation of the system of Bhartr-Prapasica who held that
Brahman was both Dvaitic and Advaitic in its nature (1-68
to 1-78).

(4) Another school is barely mentioned in passing. It
supposed that by injuctions like ‘STeaara’ and ‘3T &
3N ge:', the seeker is directed to perform an action

(Fmrtisaitea) . This system seems to be akin to that of the
Vritikara repeated in the second Varnaka of the Sirra-
Bhashya on 1-1-4. This view is summarily dismissed by
a remark that Atma-Jfiana is not purushatantra (dependent
on the will of a person) 1-88. _

It should be noted that while the first chapter is mostly
devoted to the refutation of rival schools partial to religious
works as means to release, it also demonstrates that all
actions whether secular or Vedic is motivated by selfish
desires springing from ignorance (1-29, 30) and also that
right knowledge of Atman does not depend on any means
of knowledge, for the nature of the unity of Atman is itself

of the nature of intuition (YFTRIEA TR QT HAATAHEI,
1-89) and self-established (¥@@:f&5:). Hence it can be realised
only through the Vedantic Text. These two points are
developed in the subsequent chapters.

THREE ANCIENT INTERPRETATIONS OF TAT-Tvam-Asi

There are three more ancient systems refuted in the
Naishkannya-Siddhi. Their distinguishing feature is that,
unlike the other systems mentioned above, they all acqui-
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esce in the necessity of reflection on the meaning of the
texts like 7at-tvam-asi for effective eradication of Avidya
but do not agree with Sankara’s tradition when he insists
that ignorance is removed once for all simultaneously with
the dawn of knowledge of the meaning of the Vedantic
text. We shall therefore enumerate them in order before we
close the discussion of ancient Advaitic schools.

(5) The first of these three Vrttikaras holds that the
immediate knowledge of the meaning of the Vedantic text,
cannot dispel ignorance, but only by the accumulated
saturation of the mind with this thought by means of pro-
longed meditation ( 3TE=TE SRR HCRIIHITE T TERI=AR)
is it removed without a residue (1-67).

“This doctrine of the injunction of Brahman by means
of continued meditation is attributed to Brahmadatta by a
certain commentator on Naishkarmaya-Siddhi, on what
authority we are not told.

(6) The second school held that the knowledge arising
from the text, can only be something, which is a combina-

tion of inter-related concepts (EafcT@R), and therefore

the intuition of the non-relational ineffable (37arEd:) unity
of Atman can only accrue to the aspirant after a continued
meditation of the original thought produced by listening to
the Vedantic Text (1-67).

This is one of the three prima facie views refuted by
Sure$vara in his Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya-Vartika. It is there
attributed by Anandajfiana to Mandana and his followers
(Br. V. 4-4-796). But in the Tika on Sambandha Vartika
797, the same Anandajiiana ascribes this Jianabhyasa
doctrine to Brahmadatta and others ! Moreover, we know
that Mandana as a matter of fact maintained that no injuction
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is necessary for the practice of this meditation, since there
are instances in ordinary life of the repetition of knowledge

giving rise to correct knowledge (S 4 MR WAH-

WHER g W - Brahma-Siddhi, p. 154). Hence he could not
have belonged to the school of Vedantins referred to by
Sure$vara in connection with the ‘injunction’ of meditation
supposed to be implied in the Sruti ‘fasma i Fa1a (after
understanding the meaning of Vedanta a brahmana should
try to make his knowledge direct).

(7) The third and the last view rejected by SureSvara
in the Siddhi, is that of Prasankhyana. While the Prasankfiyana
School agrees with the two other views enunciated above in
insisting on an injunction which demands a repeated practice
of meditation of the idea conveyed by the Vedantic text
‘Tat tvam asi’, it is important to note that it is not a
Samuccayavadin, for its distinctive doctrine is that the aspirant
should renounce all karmas before undertaking the
practice (3-126). This school also fears that even right
knowledge produced by Vedantic teaching may be sublated

by incorrect knowledge (TGl HRRRH HETAIRARZFRA

SreAEEEYeTR - 1-38). This is endorsed by the Upadesa-
Sahasri also when it makes the Prasankhyanavadin say
‘Surely sensuous perception and the deep-rooted impression
of duality, may do away with the knowledge now got
from listening to the Sruti, and one may be lured outward

by mental deficiencies (Tewfifq = fagrmast amQ yad |
TN qEUERRI QAvEEE afe: 11 3. 2¢-23).

Scholars have not associated any particular name with
this school of Vedantins. Among the commentators on
Siitra-Bhashya, Vacaspati MiSra may be considered to be a
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follower of a modified form of Prasankhyanavada in certain
respects.’

SURESVARA’S INTERPRETATION
OF THE VEDANTIC TEXT

PREPARATORY STEP

In perfect contrast with all other schools of Vedanta,
Sureévara’s holds that the Vedanta Vakya teaching the
unity of Atman, is the only means of obliterating all Avidya.
If one does not realize the meaning of 7Tat-tvam-asi
(That thou art) even on having been taught by the Sruti,
it is only because he has not understood the meaning of
the word “thou’. Hence the second chapter is devoted to the
way of discriminating its meaning (2-1). Two types of
discrimination ( 3F=rsafae! concommitance or continuance
and exclusion), are serviceable in arriving at the entity
denoted by the word ‘Thou’. The self as the seer continues,
or persists throughout while the non-self as the seen is

excluded at some stage; this is FRETIESANS type, where

¢ (seer) is the knower and all the rest is §¥ (the seen).
After we have gone through this first stage of discrimination
(2-19 1o 2-57), we take up the next one, viz., the self as
witness and the rest as the witnessed (2-58 to 2-83) subject
to appearance and disappearance (3-54). This two-fold
discrimination, however, as the author warns (2-97) must
be taken to last only so long as the nature of the self is
not realized. And this realization dawns only when the
teaching of the text ‘That thou art’ is intuited.

1. Compare for instance his sub-commentary on Sankara Bhashya
(4-1-2) where he evidently differs from the former.
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THE EQUATION OF THE TERMS IN THE PROPOSITION

Sure$vara draws our attention to three steps (3-3) in
the interpretation of the proposition which equates ‘Thou’
with ‘That’.

(1) The terms are in apposition (FHAMATHHITIR).

(2) The selves denoted by them qualify one another;
that is to say, they have to be understood in such a way

that neither affects the nature of the other (farauieRI=TT).
And

(3) Therefore the extraneous meanings that may be
involved in the two terms, are to be taken out so that the
whole proposition may represent a real identity
(TRIAIUIE: ) .

It is clear that on ascertaining the true meaning of
‘thou’ by the method of continuance and exclusion already
explained at length, the import of the proposition culminates
in inducing the intuition of the unity of both the selves and
we realize that there is no contradiction whatever, when we
see that the individual self denoted by ‘thou’ is really
beyond all defects of samsara and that the Brahman
denoted by ‘that’ is really the very self immediately present
(3-10). Only, the indicatory meaning of the term ‘thou’ is
to be taken, just as we do when we say that the snake is
really the rope for which it was mistaken (3-27).

The sum and substance of the process of interpretation
is this: The term ‘thou’ is taken to indicate the witnessing
Self to the exclusion of appearances that may be implied by
the express and primary meaning. And the term ‘That’ is
also taken to indicate the inmost Self only to the exclusion
of all other possible meanings that may be implied by that
word (3-23, 24). The reason for this procedure is the
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collocation of the terms and the mutual relation of the
entities that are meant. The steps of interpretation and the
exact principles involved, have been explained at great
length in the course of the commentary and the student is
recommended to go through the details in order to under-
stand this part of exposition with the care which it deserves.

THE PROPOSITION TAT-TVAM-ASI

‘Tat-tvam-asi’ as we all know is only a representative
of the class of propositions called Maha-Vakyas (grand
propositions) which convey the idea of identity of the indi-
vidual self and the Supreme Self. The name itself never
occurs either in Sure§vara’s work or in Sankara’s Bhashyas.
They are so named probably because the Advaitins think
that they contain the main purport of all Upanishadic teach-
ing, to wit, the identity of the individual and the Absolute
Self. It is surprising that SureSvara follows the Upadesa-
Sahasri exclusively in choosing his method of interpreting
these propositions, a method to be seen in no other classical
work ascribed to Sankara. Neither in the Sitra-Bhashyanor
even in the Brhadaranyaka do we find any approximation
to the elaborate manner he has adopted in explaining the
import of these Vedantic Texts. Of course the intrinsic
value of the interpretation lies in the appeal made to the
universal intuition of the Self, and the two specific types of
Anvayaand Vyatireka adopted in the Upanishads. Why the
empirical mode of reasoning (3-47 to 50) or even the Vedic
reasoning of 3FEAfaE (continuance and exclusion) for
that matter (3-57,113; 4-15,16) is not capable of
delivering the goods with regard to the knowledge or
intuition of the unity of the Self, has been explained in the
Naishkarmya-Siddhi in the most sublime manner.
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VIDYA AND AVIDYA

Vidya arising from the understanding of the meaning
of the Vedantic text and the Avidyato be eradicated by it,
are quite unlike empirical knowledge and error. While Avidya
is the sole cause of all evil and Vidyd is the only means
of destroying it, this distinction of ignorance and its
sublation, is only a device for the purpose of teaching.
From the highest point of view, there is neither ignorance
to be burnt up nor knowledge that has got to be newly
acquired. The destruction of ignorance by knowledge is no
event in time or place, for the latter are merely the product
of ignorance (4-58).

There is a seeming point of divergence between Sarikara
and Sure$vara with regard to the emphasis to be laid on the
privative aspect of Avidya as contrasted with its projective
aspect. Sometimes the author’s phraseology is likely to be
mistaken to be in favour of the theory of the Mulavidya or
positive ontological ‘basic ignorance’ so prominently brought
forward by the Paficapadikd and other Post-Sankara
Advaitins. It is to explain all such apparent discrepancies
and elucidate all obscurities in the Siddhrthat I have ventured
to attempt a new commentary on the work. I would fain
hope that the title Klesapaharini (remover of all difficulties)
is no mere boast. I have fried to justify my claim in this
respect by appealing to universal intuition as well as to the
Virtika and the Upadesa-Sahasri whenever I have had to
make a departure from the older commentary in clarifying
the knotty points of the original.

THE INDEXES NOW ADDED

Besides the index of §lokas, I have affixed a subject-
Index of the important words also in order to assist the
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reader in noting and comparing the important points of the
Vedantic doctrines re-iterated by the author in different
garbs suited to the several contexts. Indices of the Vartika-
Slokas and Upadesa-Sahasri which I have relied upon, have
been also appended for the ready reference of the critical
reader who would be inclined to make a deeper study of the
Siddhi in the light of those source-books.

CONCLUSION

The Naishkarmya-Siddhi occupies an important place
among the Vedantic works professing to explain Sankara’s
teaching. While the Paficapadika and the Bhamati try to
interpret Sankara’s system each in its own way, Sure§vara’s
work has the advantage of being the production of an
immediate disciple of Sankara, who presents the central
doctrine of the latter’s Vedanta in all its essential aspects
and contrasts it with contemporary systems. In the course of
the discussion, it is worthy of note that he refers to (1) the
self-established nature of Atman as unchanging Pure
Consciousness; (2) ignorance as the only obstacle to the
knowledge of Atman; (3) the mutual super-imposition of
the self and the non-self in consequence of ignorance
only ; (4) the distinction of the means of right knowledge
and their objects, no less than the distinction of action,
means of action, and the result of action, as merely the
figment of Avidya or ignorance; (5) the enquiry into the
nature of Brahman (S@f9Ren) as a Sastra distinct and
different from the enquiry into the nature of religious
works (U= 3 (6) the Vedantic texts like Tat-tvam-asi
being the means of right knowledge solely because of
their efficiency in removing ignorance; and (7) absence of
anything to be done for one who has gained the
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supra-rational intuition of the self understanding through
the right meaning of the texts. The ruggedness of style
and the occasional grammatical and metrical difficulties
that crop up, can never deter a student of genuine
Vedantic seeking for immediate intuition of Reality from
appreciating the beauty of this rare brilliant of a Vedantic
compendium.

Holenarsipur,
January, 1968 SATCHIDANANDENDRA SARASWATI
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ENGLISH BOOKS
Books Authored by Sri. 8.5. Swamiji
Si. No. Name of the Book Price Rs.
1. NARADA’S APHORISMS ON BHAKTI 32P. 10-00

(The book will serve as a valuable guide to those
who wish to tread the path of Bhakti)

2. MINOR WORKS OF SRI SANKARACHAARYA 68 P. 15-00
(Contains 16 most popular minor works of Sankara)

3. SANKARA’S CLARIFICATIONS OF CERTAIN
VEDANTIC CONCEPTS 90P. 25-00
(Some more deepseated misconceptions among students and
scholars of Vedanta are clarified in this valuable text)

4. HOW TO RECOGNISE METHOD OF VEDANTA 120 P. 30-00
(Introduction to Sanskrit Text, “Vedanta Prakriya Prathyabhijna of
Vedantic thought upto the time of Sarvajnatma Muni)

5. AVASTHATRAYA OR THE UNIQUE
METHOD OF VEDANTA 16 P. 10- 00
(Method of three states of Consciousness, which our real Self transcends.
A valuable introduction to the study of Vedanta as a pure philosophy)



6. SALIENT FEATURES OF SANKARA VEDANTA 110 P.
(Presents matter and method of genuine Sankara Vedanta
in a small compass)

7. MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT SANKARA VEDANTA 120 P.
(All criticisms on Vedanta are convincingly solved using the
genuine traditional methodology of Sankara Vedanta)

& VISION OF ATMAN 120P.
(The different aspects of three means of Intuitive knowledge,
to wit, Sravana, Manana and Nididhyasana are explained)

9. INTUITION OF REALITY 105 P.
(The Vedantic Knowledge is not mere subtle intellectualism
but is intuition of Reality, arising through Divine Grace)

10. UPANISHADIC APPROACH TO REALITY 50P.
(The Unique Method of teaching Vedanta adopted by
Shri Gaudapada, Sankara & Sureshwara)

11. THE SCIENCE OF BEING 124 P.
(Deals with Chapter VI of Chandogya Upanishads. Presents
in a nut-sheli the true nature of the Science of Being)

12. ESSAYS ON VEDANTA 167 P.
{Contains essential tencts of the Upanishads and the method
of approach adopted in them)

13. SUDDA-SAANKARAA-PRAKRIYA-BHAASKARA 200 P.
(Sheds Light on the Vedantic Method according to Sankara
determining the real doctrine of Upanishads)

14. SANKARA’'S SUTRA BHASHYA 125P.
(Iltustrates to an earnest seeker of Truth, how Sankara Bhashyas
are self- explanatory, and do not require guidance of commentators)

15. INTRODUCTION TO VEDANTA TEXTS 226 P.
{Compilation of Introductions from English & Sanskrit
works of S.S. Swamiji)

16 ISAVASYOPANISHAD (Sankara Bhashya) 66 P.

17. VEDANTA OR THE SCIENCE OF REALITY 560 P.
{Book Written by Sri K.A. Krishnaswamy Iyer)

(Deals with the immediate realisation of Brahman by
Intuitive reflection on the witness of the three states of consciousness)
BOOKS AUTHORED BY SRI D. B. GANGOLLI I

18. THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH OF 120 P.
ADVAITA VEDANTA
{Uses the modern audio-visual method with 14 diagrams
to depict the fundamentals of Advaita Vedanta)

19. SATCHIDANANDEANDRA SARASWATHI (LIFE SKETCH) 56 P.

20. THE METHOD OF VEDANTA 1004 P.

(Translation of Vedanta Prakriya Pratyabhijna by Dr. A. J. Alston)
Representing the first large scale critic of History of

Advaita Vedanta, it seeks to estabhsh aclear view of the traditional
Advaita Ved. based on Upanishads as ised by Sankara)
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The commentator
Shri Satchidanandendra
Sarawati Swamiji - a life of 95
years ( 1880-1975) dedicated to
Shankaracharya

...initiated into the Vedantic learning
by H H Shivabhinava Nrisimha
Bharati Swamiji, the then pomtiff of
Sringeri Mutt.

...initiated into Bhakti by the great
saint Shri Brahmachaitanya Maharaj
of Gondavali.

...he was no mere dry, speculative,
scholastic logician.

...presents the school of Gaudapada,
Shankara and Sureshwara in its
original form.

...with a crusader's zeal, purged the
doctrines foreign to and opposed to
the Shankara school, attributed to
Shankara.

...a prolific writer having authored
over two hundred books on Vedanta
in Kannada, Sanskrit and English.

...his writings exhibit the
confidence of an enlightened soul .

...founded the Adhyatma Prmkasha
Karyalaya in as early as 1920.

.... earned the appreciation and
the admiration of many including
H H Shri Chandrashekharendra
Saraswati Swamiji, thc ogth
pontiff of Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham.



Naishkarmya Siddhi-is an independent treatise by Shri
Sureshwaracharya, who was commissioned by Shankara
himself to author this independent work. It comprises of
four chapters in verse form interspersed with contextual
passages in prase form The main theme of this work is
the interpretation of the Vedantic text acanfa (That Thou
Art), as conducive fto the extinction of Avidya (ignorance
about the unity of the Self) which is the basic catuse of all
evil and the sole impediment to the attainment of one's
own inherent blissful nature. This induces the author to
describe his work as AImATARATE:an epitome of the
central teaching of ail the Vedanias. Sureshwara
exclusively follows Upadesha Sahasri an independent
work of his preceptor. Shankara unlike any other writer on
Advaitic Vedanata subsequent to Shankara. He also
appeals to Shri Gaudapada in support of his propositions.
The work is aptly titled as FFvifafz: which according to
the author denotes right intuition  (re31517-117 )

Kleshapaharini - “ Remover of all difficulties” by Shri

Satchidananclendra Saraswati Swamiji. is an original
comimentaty i Sansknit, on the Naishkarmya Siddhi of
Sureshwana It explains all the intricate points raised in
the work m greater detail and in perfect consonance with
the spuit of the Vartika Prasthanam, remaining uninflu-
enced by the rdeas of post-Shankara works . Further,
Sureshwara's  plraseology sometimes, is likely to be
nustaken to be n favour of the theory of Miila-avidya. or
posttive onlological basic ignorance. so prominently
brought forward by the Panchapadika and other post-
Shankara Advaitins. but which is totally foreign to the
ongimal school of Shankara. Kleshapaharini explains all
such apparent discrepancies. The explanations stand
Justthed by appeal to universal intuition and also by
ample quotes from the two Vartikas by the same Achéarya
and also from Upadesha Sahasri of Shankara. The title
Kleshapaharini 1s no mere boast
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