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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya is happy to place in the hands
of the readers a unique two part book that contains all the six
chapters of the Second Book of Aitareya Aranyaka.

The Aitareya Aranyaka of the Shakala School of Rigveda
consists of Five Books, each called an Aranyaka. Of these, the
Second Aranyaka has six chapters and 1s called by the name
'Bahvrcha-brahmanopanishad'. It contains meditations on Prana in
the first three chapters and knowledge of the Self in the last three
chapters.

The portion of the Second Aranyaka dealing with the
Knowledge of the Self is customarily called as Aitareya Upanishad.
It is well known that there exists a Shankara Bhashya for this portion
of the Sencond Aranyaka. The Karyalaya has published during 1945,
the Aitareya Upamishad with the Bhashya edited by H.H.Sri
Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji. This edition included
Swamiji's Kannada translations, a scholarly introduction, short notes,
summary of the chapters and many other facilities for the reader.
This book has been reprinted twice, during 1975 and 1993.

In his introduction to the above book, Sri Swamiji stated that
it is probable that Sri Shankara wrote commentary for all the six
chapters of the Second Aranyaka, and advanced several reasons
for the same. For more details on Swamiji's reasons, the readers
are referred to the Bhumikas in Sanskrit or the Preface in English, in
the present book.

Sri Swamiji also stated that he was in possession of a hand
written manuscript titled 'Sr1 Shankaracharya Krita Bhashyam',
comprising a Bhashya on all the six chapters. In that manuscript, the



1V

Bhashya for the last three chapters is same as the now famous
Shankara Bhashya on the Aitareya Upanishad. However, Sri Swamiji
refrained from publishing the manuscript immediately, as in his opinion,
the authenticity of the Bhashya for the first three chapters in the
manuscript as well as in additional manuscripts which might come to
light in future needed to be carefully examined before deciding to
attribute the Bhashya to Sri Shankara. The Karyalaya reverentially
holds on to the Swamiji's view.

In the opinion of Sri Swamiji, however, it is essential to read
all the six chapters of Second Aranyaka as a whole in order to
understand the Upanishad Bhashya. This is because Shankara in his
discussion has considered the contents of the six chapters as a whole.
Also, the relationship of the first three chapters are seen to have
been discussed in the Bhashya and several statements from them
are quoted in the Bhashyas on other Upanishads and the
Brahmasutras. Therefore, the Karyalaya thought it beneficial for the
reader if all the six chapters of the Book are printed as a single
book.

The present book has been brought out in Devanagari script
for the benefit of readers not knowing Kannada, and it containstwo
parts. The first part contains the first three chapters along with the
Bhashya found in the manuscript. The titles 'Bahvrcha-
brahmanopanishad prarambhah' in the beginning of first part and
'Aitareyaopanishad' for both the parts are used as these terms are in
vogue. The title 'Sri Shankara Bhashya Sametha' in the beginning of
the first part is as per manuscript. This part, however, contains
minimum facilities in terms of short notes, etc,.

The second part of the book has all the facilities like an
introduction, short notes, summary of chapters, lists of mantras and
words, etc., as in the Kannada edition. The Bhashya parts numbers
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here are same as found in the Kannada edition. It is important to
note that these numbers are kept independent of similar numbers in
the first part.

The readers may also note that two different chapter numbers
are indicated at the top right hand corner of the pages in the second
part. One of them is exclusive to this part, treating the chapters in
this part as 1, 2 and 3. The other is in the Aranyaka order, according
to which the chapter numbers in this part are 4, 5 and 6.

The Karyalaya expresses its profound gratitude to all the saints,
scholars and others who have rendered selfless services in bringing
out this volume. Sri Nataraj K Hulamani has done an excellent
composing job. Printing is by Sri Rama Printers. May the blessings
of Sadguru shower always on all of them.

We solicit the opinion of discerning readers on this book and
on all the activities of the Karyalaya. We conclude this note
remembering the lotus feet of Sri Swamiji who rendered a yeomen
service 1n the field of Vedanta and laid a firm foundation in the form

of Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya for its propagation.

PUBLISHERS
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PREFACE

The present edition of Shri Shankaracharya's Bhashya on the
Aitareya Upanishad, is intended for readers who wish to have the
plain text of Shri Shankaracharya's work unencumbered by
commentaries and sub-commentaries, but provided with such aids
to study as a beginner is likely to need in appreciating the original.

The Aitareya Upanishad Bhashya edited by H.H. Sri
Satchidanandendra Saraswati Swamiji has been published earlier
by the Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya in Kannada script along with
Swamiji's translation of the same into Kannada language and along
with an introduction, short notes, summary of the Upanishad etc.
The Kannada edition has since undergone several reprints. For the
benefit of the readers not knowing Kannada, this edition of Aitareya
Bhashya is brought out in Devanagari script for the first time by the

Karyalaya.

The Aitareya Upanishad is one of the ten principal Upanishads
which have been commented upon by Shri Shankara
Bhagavatpadacharya. This Upanishad forms part of Aitareya
Aranyaka of the Shakala school of the Rigveda. The Aitareya
Aranyaka consists of five books each called an Aranyaka. Of these
five, the Second book contains meditation on Prana (first three
chapters), knowledge of the Self (next three chapters) and Shanti
mantra (last chapter). The Third book contains meditation with regard
to Samhita texts. According to Sayanacharya etc. the whole of the
second and the third book compositely form the Upanishad, the
third book being specifically called the Samhita Upanishad.
However, the portion dealing with the knowledge of the Self i.e.,
the fourth, fifth and sixth chapter of the second book is what is



customarily called Aitareya Upanishad and the Shankara Bhashya
in currency is for this portion. The Bhashya on these chapters is
what is being taught and learnt, printed and published, discussed
and discoursed upon. Certain points culled out from the scholarly
and highly informative introduction provided by the Swamiji is briefly
given hereinafter.

Is The Extant Bhashya Complete?

From this a pertinent question arises - What is the extent of
the Upanishad for which Shri Shankaracharya has written his
commentary? Does the original Bhashya commence from the fourth
chapter of the Second book as is presently widely believed to be,
or does it commence from the very start of the Second book?

The start of the extant Bhashya by way of contextual reference
(9Rewmd %4....) does not indicate the commencement of the
Bhashya. Moreover, two sentences are found in the extant Bhashya
which give sufficient room for inferring that the Acharya had probably
commented on the preceding portion also, that is, from the very

start of the Second book ‘ T¥ U=l TahH......" -

i. ' T T IR T Hagearacae Jeacaisieneda | - (Therefore,
this knowledge of the Para-Brahmatman is verily the Path, is verily
the Karma, is verily the Brahman, is verily the Truth) - Bhashya on
(Al Ar.2.4.2). This is in the context of citing the text 'the Devatas
also fall within the sphere of samsara’ as the reason for the earlier
text TY U-L..."' appearing at the beginning of the Second book.
While commenting on this Bhashya sentence, the sub-commentator,
generally believed to be Anandagiri (whose indentity is discussed

later) says - THAAGRIARSHIGE HHATNS (U URRErICHEaia
FAARTIREH § 3okl T He=mfd 1S || - (Though while explaining
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this sentence (TY U=...) path of karma is also comprehended as
the meaning for the word ‘=21’ (path), it is only in the sense of it
being the means for the path of knowledge and not in a fundamental
sense). From this it can be said that the subcommentator considers
that the Bhashya commenced from ‘T3 99’ i.e., the start of the
Second book itself.

ii. ‘ FHREIYE WU SIAE HUEaER!’ - (The Prana is the
conglomerate of organs, so we said at the start of 'conversation
amongst the organs' (Ai.Ar. 2.1.4) - Bhashya at part 86. This is the
reference made to the acceptance of Prana, by all the organs, as the
'uktha’ (literally the panegyric, contextually the principal) and their
dependence on Prana. The words 'so we said' gives sufficient room
to speculate that Acharya had commented upon that part of the
Aranyaka also.

Moreover, in the extant Bhashya, the contextual relationship
with the earlier three chapters is frequently discussed. Certain texts
from this part are also cited in the Bhashyas of other Upanishads
and Brahmasutras. This strengthens the view that Acharya has
probably commented upon the earlier three chapters also.

Further, the Aitareya Upanishad is customarily referred to as
' sereH’ (Sextet of Atman). If one considers * 3TcHT & 3GHe
T 3T’ (Ai. Ar.2.4.1) as the commencement of the Upanishad,
then, the appropriateness of the name ‘HAHYIHH' becomes

questionable. Neither are there six chapters nor six khandas to justify
that name. If it be said that the seventh chapter commencing from

"9 WA’ be also included to complete the sextet of khandas, then

the question arises why not the Upanishad be named as ( 3THIgEIY)
(Quadrapule on Atman) on the basis of four chapters; also why the
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Acharya has not commented upon this concluding part needs to be
answered. Therefore, in all fairness, it will be only appropriate to
conclude that the earlier three chapters and the three chapters for
which the extant Bhashya is there, together earned the name

3ATAYZHhH being devoted to the inquiry of the Para and Apara
Brahman.

As if to support this, revered Swamiji states in his introduction
to the Kannada translation of Aitareya Upanishad Bhashya that he
has in his possession a hand written manuscript titled 'Shri
Shankaracharya krita Bhashya' comprising Bhashya on the whole
of the first six chapters of the Second book. In that manuscript, in
addition to the Bhashya on the earlier three chapters, the extant
Bhashya on the subsequent three chapters is also found. Shri Swamiji
further states that he refrains from publishing the Bhashya on the
earlier part in the hope of additional manuscripts from different
sources'.

However this may be, in light of whatever has been said above,
in order to understand the Bhashya, it is essential to read all the six
chapters as a whole. It is clear that Acharya in his discussion has
considered the contents of the six chapters as a whole.

Salient Features of the Bhashya

Some of the salient features of this Bhashya as pointed out by

Swamiji in his introduction to the Kannada version is presented
briefly:

1. In the Aitareya Upanishad Bhashyam by Shri
Upanishadbrahmendrayogin, published by the Adayar Library, Madras
(in 1935) there is an opinion expressed that Sri Shankaracharya has
commented the text of Aitareya Upanishad from the first chapter of
the second Aranyaka, though on the basis of a different reasoning.
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a. Atman unrelated to Karma is what is taught in this
Upanishad. The propagators of the conjunction of the deeds and

knowledge (FHHHTT=AEIG: ) assert that since the Upanishad is
contextually placed between the texts related to Karma, the
knowledge of Atman taught in the Upanishad 1s necessarily related
to Karma. In a detailed discussion, the various points raised by the
Purvapaksha (the prima facie view) are effectively answered and
the views of the Acharya ultimately stand unassailed. The prima
facie view is that - in view of the contextual placing, the Upanishad
teaches that the 'Prana’ is the Atman (Self) of all and therefore Prana,
that is, Brahman with characteristic properties is to be meditated
upon as the creator etc. of the world; other such meditations are
also prescribed; the Upanishad does not prescribe renunciation of
Karma for self knowledge; man by his very birth is bound by three
debts which have to be repaid by performance of the prescribed
deeds so long as he lives, towards this end the Shruti has prescribed
Karma.

These views are refuted by showing that the knowledge of
attributeless Brahman, the Self of all is what is taught in the Upanishad
and no meditation. At the dawn of such knowledge the very purpose
of doing karma is lost and thus this knowledge is divorced from the
one who performs Karma. Performance of deeds and clearance of
debts is enjoined by the Shruti in respect of the not knower of
Brahman. Moreover, the Shruti permits a not knower who is
detached, to renounce the Karma and take up the path of
knowledge. The highest fruit of combined practice of karma and
meditation is the attainment of various Godhoods which is but shown
to fall within the sphere of samsara. It is not the prescription of the
Shruti that one and the same person undertakes karma and
knowledge at the same time. Rather, the Shruti prescribes that a not
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knower by performing Karma without expectation of the fruits
therefrom, is purified and then by knowledge gets liberated from
samsara. Performance of Karma being the outcome of not knowing
the Self, karma and knowledge cannot co-exist.

The Prana dealt with in the earlier part is one with attributes
and is of the nature of conglomerate of organs in all beings, whereas
the Self, taught in the later part is attributeless, non-dual, pure
consciousness alone. This Self is the real intrinsic nature of the Jivas.
Therefore, though the knowledge that Prana is the self may be related

to Karma, the knowledge taught in the later part is not related to
Karma.

b. Atman is non dual, pure consciousness without any
characteristic property - In this Upanishad it is said that Atman
having created the whole world enters it in the form of Jiva, gets
caught in the transmigratory cycle, then by means of inquiry knows
himself to be nothing but Pure consciousness. In explaining this, the
line of discussion followed by the Acharya in brief is - Atman is our
very inherent nature; being devoid of attributes like sound etc., he is
beyond the ken of sensuous perception or inference therefrom; to
consider oneself as the Jiva possessed of characteristic properties
like hearing, seeing, thinking, knowing, doing, enjoying etc. is nothing
but wrong understanding of concepts of hearing etc, which really
pertains-to the inner-sense or the mind ( 311 {UH); the mental
concepts of the nature Theard' is ephemeral in contrast to the eternal
conscious nature of the Atman; due to lack of discrimination between
the Atman's awareness that is eternal and the ephemeral mental
knowledge, men fancy over the nature of Self; this misunderstanding
alone has led to attribution of qualities to Atman and to the distinction
between the individual (Jiva), [swara and Brahman; Atman being
the innermost intrinsic nature of all, cannot be known through any



means of knowledge (Pramana); Atman is a self established entity
prior to the very idea of objects and means of knowing them;
therefore only by negating the not-self and its qualities which are
superimposed on the Atman following the teaching of the Shruti,
one knows himself to be the Atman, the pure consciousness alone:
knowing thus is what is called Atmasakshatkara.

¢. Shastra as the means of knowledge - The Shastra is considered
as a Pramana only in as much as it negates the properties that are
superimposed upon the Atman; the Shastra teaches that Paramatman
is the real nature of the individual Jiva and therefore the Shastra
which emanates from the Paramatman cannot enforce Paramatman
himself (the Jiva who knows himself thus) to perform Karma; even
if the view of the Mimamsakas that Vedas are eternal (do not
emanate) is accepted, it will be a contradiction in as much as the
Shastra considers the individual as a doer and the very same Shastra
considers the very same individual as a non-doer, therefore it is
incorrect to hold that knowledge is taught as subservient to Karma;
since the Shastra teaches that the Jiva is nothing but Paramatman
itself and since the resultant knowledge is never sublated, the validity
of Shastra as a means of knowledge stands established.

d. Mahavakyas - The vedic texts that declare the unity of the
individual self and the Paramatman are customarily called

Mahavakyas; in this Bhashya, the word ' WeTaTed’ appears at para
57 (Ai.Ar.2.4.3) according to certain readings as‘ SRHGIEERIVAN ;
however, since there is a variant reading as -' g% and
also since the word #IglaI’ does not find place in any other bhashya,
it is improbable that the Acharya uses this terminology in a technical

or definitional sense; though the texts declaring the cardinal tenet
that is, the unity of Self and Brahman, in all fitness, can be called as
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mahavakyas (great statements) it would be incorrect to restrict the
number of mahavakyas to just four (A, 31& RIS, JIHHT

si’land U9 5=T) as some have indeed fancied. Every Upanishad
teaches the unity of Self and therefore it will be only appropriate
that all such texts are called Mahavakyas. Of late, some have even
ventured to the extent of considering these texts as mantras to be

uttered repeatedly (H8IGTRISTT; ) by the sanyasins as a part of their

daily duties. However, there is no support for this either in the principal
Upanishads or in the Bhashyas.

Glossator on the Bhashya

Revered Swamiji has also discussed about the identity of
Anandagiri traditionally believed to be the author of the Gloss (tika)
on this Bhashya. A free translation of the same is given here in below

‘Many of us believe that Anandagiri is a direct disciple of Shri

Shankaracharya. The colophon at the end of the sub-commentary
on the Aitareya Upanishad Bhashya published by Anandashrama,

Pune, reads as - ‘3fd gicrsrauRaTs = Hes g -
IR A eI [Tl FUHS & |' at the end

of the first chapter and ‘3fd STHETITAIRRTSET<AN
FAAAAI TGN RE! fgdiIs&®: | at the end of second chapter.

It has been shown elsewhere (Introduction to the Bhashyas on Kena,
Mundaka, Taittiriya Upanishads published by the Adhyatma
Prakasha Karyalaya) that all the Tikas going by the name of
Anandagiri are not from the pen of one and the same author. It will
be interesting to note that in the Tika on the Aitareya Upanishad
Bhashya 'Deepika of Sayana' is referred to (page nos. 25, 27, 28
and 42 of Anadashrama Edition-1980). At certain places the latter's
views are concurred with and at others, own opinion is stated.
However, according to the English Introduction to the book
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Anandagiri Krita Tarka Sangraha (Gaikwadi Oriental Series), the
authorship of this Tika is attributed to 'Abhinava Narayanendra
Saraswati' as per the manuscripts found in Raghunatha Devalaya of
Kashmir!. Some of the manuscripts in the possession of
Anandashrama contain evidence to show that the Tika on Prashna
Upanishad Bhashya is authored by this same Abhinava
Narayanendra Saraswati. In that Tika, Upanishad Deepika of
Shankarananda is cited. From these it becomes clear that the author
of the Tika is of recent origin very much farther away in time than
Shri Shankaracharya.

The Aitareya Bhashya alone is sufficient to prove how
hazardous it is to proceed to ascertain the purport of the Bhashya
merely based on the Tika, on the false presumption that the Tikas
onthe Bhashyas have been written by one and the same Ananadagiri
and that that Ananadagiri is a direct disciple of Shri Shankaracharya.
This is so because instances are not found wanting where the author
of the Tika substitutes his own readings for that of the Bhashya and
explains the same in a way to turn the very views of the Acharya
topsy-turvy. Though in certain instances his explanations to the
Bhashya and the reasoning advanced are praiseworthy, at some
other places going off the track he falls head downwards. Wherever
his explanations are found to be unacceptable to me, I have indicated

them in the footnotes (Tippani) to the Bhashya.'’

1. Adding strength to this view, is the Aitareya Upanishad Bhashya
with tika published by Sri Babu Varanasi Prasad of Varanasi, printed in his
Kashi Sanskrit Mudrayantra in the Samvat year 1941 (A.D 1884) wherein the
colophon at the end of the Tika reads as ‘3t sivEREIRIHRREAFTA=-
P R R T S Sl RS E B S BEIE TIEN BN R L IC MIER FA o N DR
The Tika referred to here is the same as that published by the Anandashrama
under the name of Anandajnana. A critical study of this text reveals many
interesting findings.



Text of the Bhashya and the notes thereon

In view of what has been stated above with regard to the
glossator, Swamiji felt it incumbent to bring out the inconsistencies
in the gloss so as to present the school of Shankaracharya unmaligned
by the commentators on the Bhashya. Therefore, this edition of the
Bhashya is brought out. The text of the Bhashya though is primarily
based on the Anandashrama edition, publication of Vani Vilas
Srirangam and Vedanta Vidya Vilas, Madras etc. have also been
compared for variant readings. Short notes (Tippani) on points of
special interest, references to parallel passages in the other works
of the great Acharya, a summary of the Upanishad, and an index as
provided by the Swamiji in the Kannada version, have all been
translated into Sanskrit and provided here.

It is hoped that the systematic division of the text into
paragraphs with indication of important various readings, the tracing
of quotations to their originals, the summary etc, will all combine to
make this edition specially convenient for the earnest reader.

PUBLISHERS
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